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the leadership of the Liberal Party almost a nullity. This
explanation of my views I begged Mr. McCarthy to treat
as confidential and not intended for his colleagues generally,
if he found that Mr. Parnell contemplated spontaneous
action. But I also begged that he should make known to
the Irish Party, at their meeting to-morrow afternoon, that
such was my conclusion, if he should find that Mr. Parnell
had not in contemplation any step of the nature indicated.
I now write to you in case Mr. McCarthy should be unable
to communicate with Mr. Parnell as I understand you may
possibly have an opening to-morrow through another
channel. Should you have such an opening I beg you to
make known to Mr. Parnell the conclusion itself, which
I have stated in the earlier part of this letter. I have thought
it best to put it in terms simple and direct, much as I should
have desired, had it lain in my power, to alleviate the painful
nature of the situation. As respects the manner of convey-
ing what my public duty has made it an obligation to say,
I rely entirely on your good feeling, tact, and judgment."
It is perhaps a pity that this letter was ever
written. Two observations, however, may be
made on it. It was evidently intended to be
private ; it avoids any moral censure and merely
says, in effect, " You can get Home Rule out of
me, and not out of anybody else. If Parnell stays,
we shall be out of office, not for two years more
but for eight; and I can't introduce a Home Rule
Bill at ninety. Draw your own conclusions."
But, if we now turn from Morley's Life to his
Reminiscences, it looks as if the old man tried to
wriggle out of the mess at the last minute, as if
indeed he had hardly composed the letter
independently.	"•
u At 8 to dimmer in Strattoa Street. I sat next to Gran-
ville,andiKxttohunwasMr. G. We were all gay enough

